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All the great things are simple,
And many can be expressed in a single word:

Freedom
Justice
Honor

Duty
Mercy
Hope
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Martin Luther King, Jr. acknowledges the crowd at the
Lincoln Memorial for his "I Have a Dream"” speech during
the March on Washington, D.C., on August 28, 1963.
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I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the
greatest demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation.

Five score’ years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we
ﬂandtoday,ﬂgnedtheEnmndpaHonF%odawmﬂon%ThErnowmnunm
deaeescanneasagneatbeaconthtofhopetorn”ﬁonsofNeganaves
who had been seared’ in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a
joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity.

But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred
years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles’ of
seg regatixon6 and the chains of discrimination. One hundred years later, the
Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of
material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro is still languished
in the corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own
land. And so we've come here today to dramatize a shameful condition.

In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the
architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution
and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory
note’ to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise
that all men, yes, black men as well as white men, would be guaranteed
the "unalienable Rights" of "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."

It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note,
insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this
sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a
check which has come back marked "insufficient funds."

But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We
refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of
opportunity of this nation. And so, we've come to cash this check, a check
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the statue memorial for Martin
Luther King Jr. in West Potomac
Park, Washington D.C.

Martin Luther King (1929-1968)

1. score [skair] (n.) a set of
twenty members
—tH(EEBRTE)

2. Emancipation Proclamation:
declaration of freedom

for enslaved people in
Confederacy (fEIRRES

3. decree [dr'kriz] (n) an official
order &S

4. sear [s1r] (v.) to make very hot
and dry &1

5. manacle ['mznakal] (n.) ring
around a prisoner's wrist

Fi5 ;B

7. promissory note: a signed
document containing a written
promise to pay a stated sum
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We have also come to this hallowed
spot to remind America of the fierce
urgency of Now. This is no time to
engage in the luxury of cooling off
or to take the tranquilizing drug of
gradualisms. Now is the time to make
real the promises of democracy. Now
is the time to rise from the dark and
desolate valley of segregation to the
sunlit path of racial justice. Now is
the time to lift our nation from the
quicksands of racial injustice to the
solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the
time to make justice a reality for all of
God's children.

It would be fatal for the nation to

overlook the urgency of the moment. H
This sw\elteringg summer of the
Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigoratingw
autumn of freedom and equality. 1963 is not an end, but a beginning. And
those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will now
be content will have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business
as usual. And there will be neither rest nor tranquility in America until
the Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will
continue to shake the foundations of our nation until the bright day of
justice emerges.

There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will

© COSMQS.CULTURE LTD

satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot
gain lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities. We
cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a
Negro in New York believes he has nothing for which to vote. No, no, we
are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until "justice rolls down like

waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream'.
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8. gradualism ['gredsualizm] (n)
the policy of advancing toward a
goal by gradual stages #EEFH
9. sweltering ['sweltarig] (a.)
excessively hot and humid f§
bl
10. invigorating [1n'vigarertig] (a.)
giving strength, energy, and
vitality &F 38/

11. An extract from Amos 5:24.
"But let judgment run down as

waters, and righteousness as a
mighty stream.”
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Let us not wallow"” in the valley of despair, | say to you today, my friends.
And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, | still
have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

12. wallow ['wa:lou] (v))
to roll around $T3&

13. An extract from the
United States Declaration

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the
true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal.” =

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of
former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit
down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state
sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of
oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a
nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by
the content of their character.

I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious
racists, with its governor having his lips dripping with the words of
“interposition” and "nullification " _one day right there in Alabama
little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little
white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every
hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made
plain, and the crooked places will be made straigh t” "and the glory of
the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it togetherm. "
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of Independence
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14. nullification

[,nalifr'kerfen] (n.)
refusal or failure of a
U.S. state to recognize
or enforce a federal law
within its boundaries
M BEFRE SRR
TSR

15. An extract from Isaiah

40:4. "Every valley shall
be exalted, and every
mountain and hill shall
be made low: and the
crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough
places plain."
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16. An extract from Isaiah

40:5. "And the glory

of the LORD shall be
revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together: for
the mouth of the LORD
hath spoken it."
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this faith, we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle 2 BfseEsm—RLF  —&s  —8EM X —8A
together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing B —iEHREIEEER - FAHE - 5K BZfEE
that we will be free one day. HEH -

With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a
stone of hope. With this faith, we will be able to transform the jangling
discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With
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