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Wlen it comes to understanding a text, knowing what the

individual words mean is often not enough. It takes many different
reading skills to truly understand what the author is trying to convey.
Of course, understanding the literal meaning of a passage is an
important first step, but you also need to be able to read between the
lines; that is, you should analyze the relationships between ideas,
recognize cause and effect, and predict the outcomes of stated events.
At an even more advanced level, you need to be able to recognize
the author’s persuasive techniques and bias and be able to distinguish
sl )is)
will help you do just that.




Poets at the poetry slam
would shift rapidly between
volumes and tones.
_______________________________ (cc by Heinrich-Ball-Stiftung)

The main idea of an article is not always obvious,
so when reading, don’t forget to ask yourself,

“What point is the author trying to make?” In
addition to the article as a whole having a main
idea, each paragraph will also have its own central
idea. Once you know the point of each paragraph,
you can use that knowledge to make sense
of the whole piece.

Versification With Ice

o When we think of poetry, we usually picture words
01

organized into lines and stanzas printed on a page.
But poetry was not always confined to paper. In fact,

for much of human history, poetry was recited aloud in three contestants at the poetry
front of large audiences. Poetic devices such as rhythm,  slam (cc by zlexlang)
repetition, and rhyme are thought to have developed to aid poets commit these
verses to memory. As writing emerged and became universal, poetry gradually fell
out of this oral tradition. However, in the United States in the 1980s, a form of
poetry competition emerged that revitalized interest in poetry performance, and it
10 | continues to be hugely popular to this day. It’s the poetry slam!

The structure of a poetry slam was devised by construction worker and poet
Marc Smith from Chicago, who believed that modern poetry had become far too
academic and stuffy. Smith wanted a medium that was looser, freer, and that could
directly engage an audience. In a poetry slam, members of the audience are chosen
15 | by a host to act as judges for the event. After each poet performs, each judge awards
a score to that poem. The highest scorers advance to the next round, where they
compete again, until eventually a winner is declared.
B The broad range of voices, styles, and
approaches on show at poetry slams makes each

20 | event unique and full of surprises. Some poets make
radical use of their voice, shifting rapidly between

volumes and tones. Others use their entire body

tp conyey, the meauine of their poem and employ
© COSMGSCULTORETTD? 1 plo;

A U.S. Coast Guard Academy cadet participates in a

poetry slam. (cc by US Coast Guard Academy)
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highly choreographed, emphatic movements, and even dance. Topics tend to be
political and provocative—race, gender, discrimination—which are perfect for
triggering emotional and vocal responses from a live audience (something that is
vital in order for the poet to gain a competitive edge over his or her opponents).
B  Some critics of the poetry slam cite this emphasis on pleasing the audience
as the movement’s great flaw, proclaiming that the competitive “tournament”
element has made slam poetry more like a sport than an art form. Others,
however, point out that for those frustrated with the stuffy reputation of written
poetry and traditional poetry readings, which take place in hushed, reverent
rooms, the poetry slam is a place for poets to scream, shout, and sing their
verses to the world. What’s more, it allows the world to respond, with heckles or
cheers, creating a moment of poetic dialogue between poet and audience that is
impossible to replicate with words on a page.

What is the author’s main point in the first paragraph?

a. When people think of poetry, they often think of words on a page.

b. Poetic devices were originally used to aid in memorizing poems.

c. Performing poetry aloud has made a resurgence in recent years.

d. For much of human history, poetry was performed aloud to large groups.

Which of the following could be a suitable heading for the second paragraph?
a. The Origin and Structure of Poetry Slams b. The Problem With Modern Poetry
c. The Creator of the Poetry Slam d. How do You Win a Poetry Slam?

Which of the following statements can summarize the third paragraph?
a. Some slam poets combine reciting their poems with exaggerated movements and
dance.
b. Politically charged topics are often the subjects of the poems performed at slams.
Poetry slams are both highly surprising and entertaining for members of the audience.
. Slam poets use a variety of techniques and provocative topics to emotionally engage
audiences.

o0

What is the author’s conclusion in the final paragraph?

a. Despite some criticism, slams provide a unique experience for both poets and
audiences.

b. Poetry slams are often criticized for making poetry more like a sport than an art from.

c. Poetry slams are an excellent venue for poets frustrated with traditional poetry
readings.

d. Poetry slam audiences aren’t afraid to voice their opinion of a poet’s work.

AOS G ISFiEHR Eollb
a. The History of Poetry in the United States  b. The Return of Performance Poetry
c. The Poetry of Marc Smith d. Poetry Competitions in the 1980s (15
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