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The Best Preparation for Building
Academic Reading Skills and Vocabulary

The Reading Key series is designed to help students to understand American
school textbooks and to develop background knowledge in a wide variety
of academic topics. This series also provides learners with the opportunity to
enhance their reading comprehension skills and vocabulary, which will assist
them when they take various English exams.

Reading Key <Volume 1-3> is
a three-book series designed for beginner to intermediate learners.

Reading Key <Volume 4-6> is
a three-book series designed for intermediate to high-intermediate learners.

Reading Key <Volume 7-9> is
a three-book series designed for high-intermediate learners.

Features

« A wide variety of topics that cover American school subjects
helps learners expand their knowledge of academic topics through interdisciplinary studies

« Intensive practice for reading skill development
helps learners prepare for various English exams

- Building vocabulary by school subjects and themed texts
helps learners expand their vocabulary and reading skills in each subject

+ Graphic organizers for each passage
show the structure of the passage and help to build summary skills

« Captivating pictures and illustrations related Y.
to the topics help learners gain a broader understanding
of the topics and key concepts
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New York City is a large Farms cover huge amounts The Rocky Mountains rise
metropolitan area ofland all throughout high above the land
with millions of people. the American Midwest. in the Mountain States.

: Write the correct word and the meaning in Chinese next to its
Vocabulary Preview
e meaning.

dominate  diverse  fertile arid  cash crop

1 :a crop that is grown to be sold for money

2 : to overlook from a superior elevation or command because of superior
height or position

© COSMOS CULTURE LTD

4 :very dry; having very little rain or water

5 :varied; having many different types or variations 9




The United States can be divided into five geographic

regions. Each region has its own physical environment,

2 such as landforms and climate. These features set each region

A Washington, D.C,,
the nation's capital

apart from the other ones.

The Northeast region includes 11 states and the nation’s
capital, Washington, D.C. (District of Columbia). The Atlantic

Coastal Plain and mountain ranges are the Northeast’s major

wea | landforms. The Northeast is often divided into two subregions:
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New England and the Middle Atlantic States.

In American history, many of
the first settlers from Europe settled
in the Northeast. New England is
known for the early settlements
by the Pilgrims and Puritans. The
Middle Atlantic has some of the most
densely populated areas and largest

urban areas in the U.S., including

and Philadelphia.



The Southeast includes 12 states. The Mississippi River
flows through the western part of the region. A warm climate
and a long growing season in the Southeast help farmers
grow many different kinds of cash crops. Tobacco and cotton
were some of the first cash crops for early plantation owners.
Peaches in Georgia and oranges in sunny Florida are two
important cash crops for modern Southeast farmers.

The Midwest is a region of plains and prairies. The Great

Plains and the Central Plains are known for their rich fields

of corn, soybeans, and wheat that stretch as far as the eye can

see. The Mississippi River begins there, and four of the Great
Lakes are in the Midwest. Its flat land and fertile croplands
make this region a center for agriculture. People often call
the Midwest “the Breadbasket of the United States.”

The Southwest includes Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and

~ g,

Oklahoma. The region has many arid and range areas, so it rand Canyon
contains several deserts. There are also numerous plateaus,
canyons, mesas, and buttes. The Grand Canyon, one of the
best-known landforms in the U.S,, is located in the Southwest.

Finally, the West includes California, Nevada, Oregon,

Washington, and the Mountain States. Alaska and Hawaii
are in the western region, but they are separate from the “c"a‘,’i;;’,‘,',‘i‘;“"’“““e of
continental United States. The region is a diverse area with
many different environments. The Northwest is known for its
long coastlines along the Pacific Ocean while the Southwest
is dry and contains many deserts. Much of the Mountain

States is dominated by the Rocky Mountains.

(T e 00 '8 Check T (True) or F (False).

1 There are two smaller regions found within the Northeast. [F]

© COSMOS CULTURELTD
3 The Grand Canyon is located in the Mountain States. L LR
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Main ldea and Details

1  Whatis the passage mainly about?
a. Where each region in the United States is.

b. What the name of each region in the US. is.
¢. How each region in the U.S. is different from the others.

2 Tobacco, cotton, and peaches are important cash crops in the

a. Northeast b. Southwest c. Southeast

3  Why do people call the Midwest “the Breadbasket of the United States”?
a. Itis an important farming center in the country.
b. The people living there enjoy many kinds of bread.
¢. Much of the land in the Midwest is flat.

4  What does densely mean?

a. Partially. b. Heavily. c. Actively.
5 Complete the sentences.
a. There are many large areas in the Northeast.
b. Farmers in the grow corn, soybeans, and wheat.
c. Neither Alaska nor borders any other states in the U.S.

6 Complete the outline.

[ American Regions J [ American Landforms J
1 |
(. a =has 11 states plus Washington, D.C. « Coastal areas = land next to water
« Southeast = has 12 states « Urban areas = densely
» Midwest = includes many states with plains and areas like New York City and Boston
prairies * Freshwater areas = the Mississippi
. b = Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and and the Great Lakes areas
Oklahoma » Croplands = land with farms on them
+ West = California, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, * Arid and © areas = deserts
and the © -

I r

ol WV ELA GV Complete each sentence. Change the form if necessary.

physical environment  arid stretch landform dominate

=—Fha of a region includes its landforms and climate.
2 Plains and prairies are major in the Midwest.
3 regions get very little rainfall all throughout the year.

© COSMOSTEM LT RELT B
5 The continental United States from Canada to Mexico.
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Word List

The United States—
02 A Nation of Diversity

1 anation of immigrants BEEZ

2 race (n.) i3
4 amulticultural society Zix{tit®

1 geographic (a) HIP A s atthe same time RS
2 physical environment BAEE o immigration (n.) BR
3 set...apart oo 5330 7 invarious stages TETRIAYHE S
4+ District of Columbia i LbEa = & against one’s will EEEANERE
s Atlantic Coastal Plain  APEE&FTE o pourinto BA
6 mountain range LA 10 newcomer (n.) FRAIN
7 subregion (n.) FES 11 stream into A
2 be known for Ll TR 12 spread out G &)
9 Pilgrim (n) FEIL 1620 A R A LR 13 concentrate in EPERRE

%;‘I’;’) BEEAD 14 Jewish (a) eI
10 Puritan (n) HETE > ethnic group P
11 densely populated AOBES 16 nationality (n) En#
1> urban () - 17 get along with B FOREAE IR
13 metropolitan (a.) KETHEY '8 encounter (v.) %
14 growing season e 10 discrimination (n.) iR
15 cash crop B 20 treat (v. A
16 plantation (n.) VAt 21 fairly (adv.) Ak
17 prairie (n) KEE e 22 no matter what Eamftiz
15 stretch (v) BEff 2 inharmony e

19 as far as the eye can see Ri#ATA

The U.S. Economy—
20 the Great Lakes FEEAKM 03 From Farming to Technology

21 fertile (a.) AExAY
22 cropland (n) = 1 distribute (v.) 588 e
23 agriculture (n.) RE > producer (n) £EE
24 breadbasket (n.) EEE EEE 3 consumer (n) HEE
25 arid (a.) E75: ) 4 economy (1) A
. 5 gross domestic Bl ER(E -
26 numerous (a.) BT EN product (GDP) B AR
27 diverse (a.) E2:4:0) - he hacod an epean
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majority (n.) P2
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& colonist (n)

o manufacturing industry

10 finance industry

11 technology industry
12 fastest-growing (a.)

12 free market economy

14 manufacture (v)
15 storeowner (n.)
16 consider (v.)

17 opportunity cost
12 make a decision

19 interference (n.)

20 free-enterprise system

21 run one’s own business

22 entrepreneur (1)

23 in most cases

24 law of supply and demand

25 go down

26 scarce (a.)

People and Culture—
04 The Native People of North America

1 native people

2 archaeologist (n.)
3 land bridge

4 strip of land

5 herd (n)

6 hunting trip

7 gather(v)

¢ hunter-gatherer (n)

9 ancestor (n.)
10 Native American
11 civilization (n.)

12 tribe (n.)
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14 surroundings (n.)
15 wander (v.)

16 teepee (n.)

17 cone-shaped (a.)
18 harsh (a))

19 dry farming
20 out of

21 adobe (n.)
22 extreme (a)
23 whale (n)

24 craft worker
25 totem pole
26 canoe (n.)

27 crafts (n)

22 alliance (n.)

29 Iroquois Confederacy

20 deal with

i\ The European Exploration of Asia and
LY the Americas—The Age of Exploration

1 fifteenth century

2 spice (n.)

3 in great demand

4 be willing to

s pay high price

6 merchant (n.)

7 by land

o search for

9 route (n.)

10 compete to

11 searoute

12 lead the way

15 Portuguese (n.) (a.)

14 caravel (n)
farther
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