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Critical Vocabulary words from the passage are listed.

Power Up summarizes the key terminology
and ideas for each lesson.
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Comprehension Practice helps
reinforce the strategy being taught.
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LESSON 01

Previewing

O Look at the text format
quickly and then
answer the questions
inPart 1.

L) One effective way to
preview material is
to skim it. Skim the
passage and then
follow the instructions
in Part 2.

[) Listen to the CD and
read along with the
passage; then follow the
instructions in Part 3.
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Previewing helps readers get a sense of what is to come in a text.
Also, readers who preview material can easily activate their prior

S -
v,
e ®

‘RE LT

LO 1edlm ITOIT] LNe LexL.




Gore
When we hear the word clown, we usually think of the circus.
But clowns were around long before they became a part of the circus.

The first clowns were called jesters. They were the “fools” in the
royal courts of the Middle Ages. They had the job of amusing the
king and his family. Jesters dressed in costumes. These included a
cap and pointed shoes with bells. As they performed for the king, the
bells moved and jingled. This added to the fun. Jesters were often
very close to the royalty they served. They played with the children
and took part in family events. Not only were they funny, but they
were often very clever. Some may have given advice to the royalty
they served, too.

In the early American circus, clowns were like comedians.
They sang, danced, and told jokes in a single ring. The circus grew
to include three rings. Then clowns started to do pantomime. This is
when they perform their acts without using any words.

Today, clowns perform at the circus and the rodeo. At the circus,
they provide comic relief. Usually they do this between tension-filled
acts by other performers. Some clowns also perform funny versions
of circus acts. They are usually very good at them, too. They do things
like walk the tightrope, perform tricks in the air, and ride horses
bareback. At the rodeo, clowns amuse the crowds. They may also
be used to distract dangerous animals. While they do this, injured
performers are rescued from the arena.

The clown’s costume and makeup are unique. In fact, clowns
are not allowed to wear their makeup in the same way. Most clowns
are in whiteface. This means that they apply “clown white” grease
paint all over their faces. Then they use other colors to create mouths
and eyes. Noses are often made from a special kind of putty.

There have been many famous clowns in the United States, as

well as in other countries.

V¥ Arodeo clown

Vocahulary

circus
an arena often covered by
a tent and used for variety
shows

costume

a set of clothes worn

in order to look like
someone or something
else

comedian

a person whose job is to
make people laugh by
telling jokes

perform
to entertain an audience

amuse
to cause others to laugh

distract
to take attention away
from something else

makeup

colored substances used
on the face to improve or
change its appearance

unique
special; different from
others



-~ Reading Skill Comprehension Practice

A title is the name of a film, a book, a painting, a piece of music, etc.
A heading is a word or phrase that introduces a section.
Text is the written words in a book, magazine, etc.

Text features are parts of the book that have been created to provide
additional information.

Text format is the pattern or arrangement of the text.

@ 1. Does the text include any pictures that give you information about the topic?

@ 2.|s the text written in paragraphs?

@ 3. Are there any headings, titles, or other text features that you notice?
4. What is the format of this passage? What does this text format tell you about the topic?

mz Think about what you noticed as you skimmed the passage.
' Record your ideas below.

1. Previewing the title helped me

© COSMUECOFORENFDYotograph helped me

3. Previewing the passage helped me




rehension Review

Fill in the best answer for each question.

@ The title tells you that this
passage will be about

0 thecircus.

@ dressing up like a clown.
@ where to find a rodeo.
® jesters and clowns.

#) You can tell by previewing this
passage thatitis

€y a poem.

@ a list of instructions.
@ an informational text.
@ a science experiment.

_____€) What will you learn about in this
passage?
© clown costumes
@ the history of jesters and clowns
@ circus animals
® Why court jesters wore caps

() Which one is not true of jesters?

0 They dressed in costumes.
® They were close to the royalty they served.

@ They worked in royal courts during the
Renaissance.

® They were funny and clever.

© People who like would
want to read this.

() poetry
® math

@ science
® the circus

(® Which best describes clowns of
the early American circus?

©® They were like comedians.

® They were acrobats.

@ They did dangerous tricks.

® They performed with animals.

Word Power

Choose the English word from the Vocabulary list that correctly matches the definition.

to cause others to laugh

E] \ to take attention away

’ .E; from something else
© COSMOS}.EULTURE LTD

special; different from
others

to entertain an audience



